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This is the January 2025, issue of the Raven’s Cry, the 
official newsletter of the Barony of Raven’s Cove. 
Rave’s Cove is a branch of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism, Inc., and The Raven’s Cry is published 
as a service to the SCA's membership. This newsletter 
is available online at: 

 https://ravenscove.atlantia.sca.org/.  

All changes of address or questions about subscriptions 
should be sent to the Corporate Office by email at 
membership@sca.org or by phone at 800-789-7486 or 
408-263-9305 (Mon-Thurs 9 am-4 pm PT) ext. 203.  

You may also mail in your membership to: 

Member Services Office, SCA, Inc., 
P.O. Box 611928. San Jose, CA 951361.  

Paper membership forms may be obtained at: 

https://www.sca.org/resources/document-
library/#membership. 

For more information or to purchase memberships 
online, please visit: 

https://www.sca.org/member-services/ 

Copyright © 2021 Society for Creative Anachronism, 
Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, 
articles, or artwork from this publication, please 
contact the Kingdom Chronicler, who will assist you in 
contacting the original creator of the piece. Please 
respect the legal rights of our contributors. 

  

https://ravenscove.atlantia.sca.org/
https://www.sca.org/resources/document-library/#membership
https://www.sca.org/resources/document-library/#membership
https://www.sca.org/member-services/
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(Paul Padgett)    (Felicia Padgett) 

ravensbaron@gmail.com   ravensbaroness@gmail.com  

 

Seneschal     Exchequer 

Lord Ivan Mezey    Master Lochlainn hua Rigbarddain 

(Ian Bell)     (James Rardin) 

ravenseneschal@gmail.com  ravensexchequer@gmail.com 

 

Mistress of Arts & Sciences  golden raven Herald 

Mistress Finnech inghean Labhrainn Lord Tiberius of York 

(Amy Ipock)     (John Ipock) 

ravensmoas@gmail.com  ravenscoveherald@gmail.com  

 

KNIGHT MARSHAL (acting)  Chatelain 

Lady Freydis Rodmarsdottir Schiphrah 

(Felicia Padgett)     
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Chronicler    Webminister (Acting) 

vacant     Master Lochlainn hua Rigbarddain 
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From the New Baron and Baroness 

Greetings to all Ravens and Friends. 

We are Baron Ragnulfr "Boarsmoker" Ornolfson and Baroness Freydis Rodmarsdottir. 

We are honored and thrilled to have been chosen as your new baronage. The new year 

is here and we are excited to celebrate our Baronial Birthday and see everyone that 

comes near and far. We encourage everyone that can, to go ahead and pre-register 

for the event. 

      Looking beyond Birthday, we want to take a minute to go over some of our 

goals, some might say new year’s resolutions. 

 1. Have fun. We want to have fun with y'all. (Freydis is incapable of saying you 

all.) Whether it is at local practices and socials, or Kingdom events we want to have 

fun, laughter and shenanigans. What brings us back again and again as a group is 

our people and encouraging everyone to do and share what they love about the SCA. 

For Ragnulfr, one thing he loves to do is thrown weapons, and one for Freydis, she 

loves organizing hospitality. Let us know what you love and we want to try and 

make it happen. 

 2. The other thing we want do, is share our love of the SCA with new people and 

build our group. It is said many times that new comers are the life blood of the society, 

and it's very true. Working with our Chatelain, Lady Shiphrah, we want to do more 

demos and new comer events. Our first one for the year is in April so heads up, ENC Ren 

Faire is coming.   

 3. Our third goal is to Celebrate our Ravens! We want to make sure all of our 

Ravens are recognized for thier works, the art, the service and the fighting. For all 

the things that we do and excel at, pour our hearts into. We want to make sure 

recognition and honor is given for these acts at our level and at the Kingdom level. 

      We cannot do this on our own, none of it. We have a wonderful Barony full of 

talented, dedicated and lovely people. We trust that together we can accomplish all 

this and so much more and we are looking foreword to it. We will see everyone soon. 

Until then, have a Happy and safe New Year. 

 

In Service 

Baron Ragnulfr and Baroness Freydis. 
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From the Kingdom Seneschal 

unto the populaCe of the Barony of raven’s Cove, greetings from 

Maistir Cian, Kingdom Seneschal. 

1 year ago, I had to make a hard decision regarding the Barony. After 

discussion with Their Majesties Ragnar and Mary Isabel, I had to put 

the Barony in Abeyance. It was not a task I enjoyed, and in fact it hurt 

me very deeply BeCause of the high regard that i hold for raven’s Cove. 

But it was a task that I had to do in my role as Kingdom Seneschal. 

I met with the Officers of the Barony in person at that time, and 

explained what this meant, why it was done, and much of what needed 

to be done to come out of it. I saw the hurt and anger in their eyes, 

followed by a look of resolve, a look that told me right away that 

the Barony would come out of abeyance stronger and better than 

before. I never had any doubt that you would pull out of this, and 

you have proven me right. 

I have watched the people of the Barony work together to get things 

accomplished. I have seen the passion in your eyes as you talked about 

what you needed to do. I have felt the raw emotion of a people upset 

at their circumstances, but not willing to let those circumstances 

continue any longer than they had to. 

soon, at raven’s Cove Baronial Birthday and investiture, i will Bring 

the Barony out of abeyance officially, and Their Majesties will invest 

the new Baron and Baroness of raven’s Cove, thus Coming full circle 

from a year ago. 

Now is not the time to sit back and relax, however. The Barony is still 

small and needs to work toward growing the membership and getting 

the word out to the people of your area that you are here and would 

welCome them to Come join us. you have good momentum here, let’s 

keep it going. 
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You have come a long way since last year. I am so proud of each and 

every one of you, and I am proud of the Barony of raven’s Cove. this 

Barony has always been a second home to me and my lady. 

if there’s ever anything i Can do for the Barony or the memBers of the 

populace, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. I am always here 

for you. 

With much joy and pride, I look forward to seeing what you do in the 

future. 

-Maistir Cian 

Kingdom Seneschal 

Kingdom of Atlantia.  
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From Your seneschal 

The days are starting to get longer and that bright light shines on our new Baroness 

and Baron. They will help to be a beacon to lead us forward and out of the dark. We 

of course will all help to support them in their good works as they will help us in 

ours. 

As the sun casts its rays longer each day we come out of some festivities and into the 

last celebrations of holiday revelry. One of those is our own Baronial Birthday &amp; 

Investiture – A Yuletide Celebration. I am personally looking forward to this event. 

With so much going on and the pomp and circumstance of investiture of new 

Baronage. Make sure you all join me at this event so we can celebrate the Barony. 

Business time, with the Baronial Birthday in the middle of the month at the last 

meeting we discussed having our next meeting January 23, 2025 at 7:pm hybrid at the 

library on Doris Street in Jacksonville. Still have the two positions open and I hope 

we will fill them this month. 

Inspired By The Sun 

By Dr. Gabriella Korosi 

Everlasting light, 

You are such a delight, 

Beautiful happy angels, 

The sun is shining so beautifully. 

Flying in the forever land, 

The shining light may never land. 

Then the beauty of the sky shines today, 

Rays come like lightning, 

Chasing angels. 
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watching you tonight 

Beautiful sun you bring me 

Bright sight. 

Nature surrounds me, 

In your lovely light. 

I am grateful for your forever sight. 

Even the sky shines 

As the angels run up and down. 

The main day is so wonderful 

start is a pleasant surprise.. 

 

Ivan Mezey (Maus)  

Ravens Cove Seneschal   
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From Your Mistress of Arts & Sciences 

Atlantia Kingdom A&S Champion for Winter Reign and Gulf Wars A&S 

Competition info 

atlantia’s Champions are seleCted By eaCh Crown with the methods of their 

choosing. The Atlantia Kingdom A&S Champion for the winter reign is 

expected to either compete at Gulf Wars or help the Crown find a proxy. (see 

Oak article with details here: https://oak.atlantia.sca.org/changes-in-

atlantia-law-affecting-the-as-community/ 

Since the Gulf Wars A&S Competition is a significant part of the role of 

Kingdom A&S Champion for the winter reign, expectations for the Gulf Wars 

A&S Competition should be incorporated into the Atlantia Kingdom A&S 

Champion competition for the winter reign. 

For Gulf Wars 2025, new rules and procedures are currently in development. 

Updates are expected soon from the Gulf Wars A&S Competitions Coordinator, 

Mistress Thorkatla Herjolfsdottir. Current status can be seen on the Gulf 

Wars A&S website here: https://gulfwars.org/activities/arts-sciences-2/arts-

sciences/ 

Elements of Gulf Wars A&S Competition currently established include the 

following: 

Documentation is expected to be sent in early so judges can read at home. 

Deadline for submitting documentation will be February 15, 2024.  

Judging will include one face-to-face conversation. 
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Competitors are NOT required to attend Gulf Wars in person, so online 

meetings are expected for face-to-face judging conversations. 

Judging includes how the items are displayed.  

Including in process items showing progress towards the final item is 

encouraged.  

Unique and distinctive entries are encouraged.  

In order to proceed with selecting the Atlantia Kingdom A&S Champion for 

the winter reign, understanding that Gulf Wars A&S Competition rules and 

expectations are still under development, the following plans are being 

made: 

trms iul’iana  and randall will seleCt their a&s Champion at atlantia’s 

Twelfth Night event on January 11, 2025 (12th Night web site) 

Competitors are encouraged to enter with their best creations regardless of 

era or culture. 

Documentation is required.  

Judging will use the current Atlantia A&S Judging Form available here: 

https://moas.atlantia.sca.org/atlantian-as-judging-form/ 

the display of the Competitor’s item will Be part of the judging sinCe it will 

be at Gulf Wars. 

At least one face to face discussion between competitor and judge will be 

included since it will be at Gulf Wars. 

TRMs will select their A&S Champion based on consultation with the judges.  

Competitors are encouraged to enter static arts if they wish to compete at 

Gulf Wars. According to Mistress Thorkatla, the Gulf Wars A&S Competition is 

still not able to fairly incorporate performing arts entries. This is an 

ongoing issue under development by the Gulf Wars staff.  

Atlantia Performing Artists are encouraged to compete in the Atlantia 

Kingdom Bard Competition at atlantia’s twelfth night and also seeK 

opportunities to perform at Gulf Wars in the legendary Green Dragon Inn. 

Future developments in Gulf Wars A&S Competitions incorporation of 

performing arts will be shared as information becomes available. 

please direCt any questions aBout atlantia’s Kingdom a&s Champion 

competition for the winter reign to the Kingdom Minister of Arts and 

Sciences, Dame Sophia the Orange, via moas@officer.atlantia.sca.org. 

Vivant Atlantia Artists! 

  

https://www.12thnight.atlantia.sca.org/
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From your Knight’s marshal 

Greetings Ravens!  

For the Knight Marshal office, we will not have any weekend 

practice this month. Instead, I hope to see all of our fighters 

that can compete at Raven's Cove Baronial Birthday. If anyone 

would like to host a practice of any martial discipline next 

month, please let me know. Any Marshal can call a practice, just 

make sure I get the reports after. For February, we are 

tentatively going to plan on practice to be on the 8th, so 

everyone please be on the look out for more information there.  

 

In Service 

Baroness Freydis 

Raven's Cove Knight Marshal 
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From the Chatelaine 

 

Happy New Year Ravens, 

I hope everyone has had a wonderful holiday season. 

it has Been wonderful to serve as the raven’s Cove Chatelain 

these last few months and I want to congratulate and thank 

everyone who has attended, planned, and participated in demos, 

as well as welcoming newcomers to the awesome community 

that we have. Looking forward to the New Year to demos, A 

&amp; S meetings, marshal practices, and our Baronial Birthday 

I am excited for our Barony. I hope to work with everyone to 

welcome newcomers and help them find their path in the SCA! 

I am looking forward to 2025, and hope to see everyone at our 

Baronial Birthday Celebration! 

In Service, 

Shiphrah  
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Items from the Populace 

 

From Mistress Edan Lowery 

ravens all, 

rejoiCe! for yule is upon us!  this Being the time of year for friends and family to 

gather, it maKes our upComing Baronial Birthday and investiture (january 17-19, 2025) 

muCh more speCial.  we will Be investing our new set of Baronage and i am sure that 

they are Beyond exCited aBout CeleBrating the joy and merriment of the season.  our 

event will have something for everyone, and i hear that our marshal in Charge, 

master Calixtus gill, is CooKing up some awesome sCenarios and surprises for everyone. 

our day Board will Be divine, as we taKe a trip BaCK in time to savor some of the foods 

of the tudor Court.  (no, no Beheadings will oCCur…. i thinK…).   

if you have any questions aBout the event, please pop over to our weBsite, and if you 

don’t see what you need or you Cannot find who you need to ContaCt, pop me a quiCK 

email and i will Be happy to help you (rardinhj@gmail.Com). 

i hope that everyone has a joyous holiday season, whatever you and yours CeleBrate, 

and that we will all Come together on a most happy oCCasion, to seCure the future 

of our Barony.  vivat raven’s Cove! 

until next time, 

mistress edan lowery 

 

mailto:rardinhj@gmail.com


 

14 
 

 

From Baroness Olwen de Montgomery 

A Very Brief History of Knitted Stockings 

Based on teaching notes from a class taught at the University of Atlantia, February 

3, 2018 

what is Knitting? a good definition is “the art of looping yarn to Create a duraBle, 

somewhat stretChy, faBriC.” Knitting seems to Be one of those sKills without a definite 

beginning, and it may be that its origins are indeed lost to the mists of time. What is 

known is that there is no Greek or Latin word for what we know and describe as 

“Knitting”, though it’s postulated that it may Come from the Anglo-Saxon word 

“Cnyttan” meaning to tie or to Knot, but there is no reference that has yet been found 

to using the word “Cynttan” to refer to what we modernly Call Knitting. 

What we do know is that there are several arts of looping string such as netting, 

nalbinding, and sprang which can often be confused for knitting. This error did 

actually occur at the two of the world’s great museums, the viCtoria and alBert 

Museum in London, England and the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto, Canada. In 

both instances, nalbound socks were mistaken for knitted socks. Based on extant 

pieces, it is not unreasonable to believe that knitting as we know it (using two or more 

needles to pull loops of yarn through loops of yarn) comes from the Copts in Egypt 

in approximately 1000 C.E., though there is absolutely no concrete proof of this. What 

appears to survive best are Coptic stockings and based on extant examples, there are 

no seams in the stockings, indicating that they were very likely knitted in the round 

on multiple needles. Coptic stockings are also typically white, with intricate blue 

designs that are knitted into the fabric, indicating a knowledge of stranded 

colorwork. Additionally, Coptic stockings are made from cotton and have separated 

toes, similar to Japanese tabi, as they are meant to be worn with sandals. It is not 

unreasonable to assume that through trade and war, the knowledge of knitted 

stockings traveled through the world, until we have definite proof of knitted silk 

stockings in the court of Queen Elizabeth I of England in the 1560s. Apparently, the 

queen liked the silk stockings so much better than the wool ones more prevalent in 

England that she eventually hired a woman to make her silk stockings. In 1562, 

Eleanor of Toledo died and was buried wearing a delightful pair of elaborate and 

elegant silk stockings. This is the first example of the purl stitch used in stockings as 

the top of the stockings are knitted with a purl trellis pattern, which is meant to be 

folded over to hide the garters. 

It appears that, like their Coptic counterparts, these stockings were knitted in the 

round on multiple needles. In 1655 the first printed stocking pattern shows up in a 

publication called Natura Exenterata (which, roughly translated, means 

“disemBoweled nature), a puBliCation whiCh appears to be something of a 17th century 

version of mrs. Beeton’s, Containing reCipes for mediCines and food stuffs, planting 

schedules for herbs and vegetables, recipes for dyes to achieve particular colors and 

other useful information for any chatelaine to know. At this point in time, paintings 

showing the Madonna knitting depict her using four needles, though it appears that 

in practice, four needles were used in England, while five needles were used on the 

continent. As wire drawing became more refined in the Elizabethan era, knitting 

needles start to be made from wire and resemble modern needles, though it is unclear 

if there was any kind of standardized sizing. 

Sources: 
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“the history of hand-Knitting · V&A.” Victoria and Albert Museum. Accessed January 

23, 2018. 

https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/the-history-of-hand-knitting. 

Rutt, Richard. A history of hand knitting. Loveland, Colo: Interweave Press, 2003  
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Minutes from the December meeting 

 

ravens’ reCord 

(being the minutes of the Baronial Business meeting of the Barony of raven’s Cove, sCa 

Inc.) 

Call to order 

a meeting of the Barony of raven’s Cove, sCa inC., was held via Zoom on deCemBer 19, 

2024 and called to order at 7:06 p.m. 

Attendees included: 

Seneschal: Lord Ivan Mezey (Ian Bell) 

Deputy Seneschal: Baroness Olwen de Montgomery (Morag Polaski) 

Exchequer: Master Lochlainn hua Rigabarddin (Jim Rardin) 

Knight’s marshal: lady freydis rodmarsdottir (feliCia padgett) 

Baron (to be): Lord Ragnulfr (Paul Padgett) 

Baroness (to be): Lady Freydis Rodmarsdottir (Felicia Padgett) 

fionn of raven’s Cove (finn BlaCK) 

Mistress Edan Lowery (Heather Rardin) 

Lord Juan de Zaragoza (John Romero) 

Aillenn na Laimhe (Kristy Tolman) 
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Duane Messner 

Katie Barger 

 

Approval of minutes 

The minutes of the November 2024 baronial business meeting were published for 

comment in the deCemBer 2024 edition of the raven’s Cry. having reCeived no Comments 

or corrections, let the record reflect that the prior minutes stand as approved. 

Reports 

senesChal: report given By ian Bell (ivan meZey). it’s Been pretty quiet, But there’s 

interesting new business coming up. There are currently no major fires. 

Exchequer: Report given by Jim Rardin (Master Lochlainn). We have an active bank 

account, holding $3,544.60. The difference between what we sent to Kingdom and what 

we have is the 2 checks for the site and the port-a-johns for the upcoming Baronial 

Birthday that were written by Kingdom and reimbursed by us. SCORES has been active, 

with 23 adults and 1 child registered for Birthday. 

Minister of Arts & Sciences: Report given by Moas Deputy Aillenn na Laimhe (Kristy 

Tolman). Last A&S was attended with 6 people making French hoods for our upcoming 

birthday. Trying to schedule an A&S night for February 20, 2025 at the Jacksonville 

library. 

Marshal: Report given by Felicia Padgett (Lady Freydis). Arts and Armor was held in 

Richlands, 2 people showed up for fighter practice, so not much was done, but there 

should be more for December. There are currently no practices for January, but that 

may change. 

Unfinished business 

Baronial Polling Results: The results are in and Lord Ragnulfr and Lady Freydis will 

be our new baronage. Thanks to all who participated in the polling. 

Baronial Birthday: King, Queen, Prince, and Princess will be in attendance. Everything 

is running as it should. We will be bringing the fighter betting pool again which 

should be interesting. 

East Coast Ren Faire: Tabled to next meeting. 

aginCourt event: there’s a snag with the date and Crown, the site renovations etc. We 

may change sites or postpone the event pending a baronial vote at a later date. 

Motions 

A motion was made by Morag Polaski (Olwen de Montgomery) and seconded by Heather 

Rardin (Edan Lowery) to put proposed new baronial poliCy wording in the raven’s Cry. 

Passed. 

New Business 

Open officer positions: There are 2 open officer positions – Knight Marshall and 

Webminister. 

Interested candidates should send an email to the seneschal. It will be announced on 

social media and in the Cry. Application cut off is January 3. Comments will be from 

Jan 6-10, and the names will be announced at the February meeting. 
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Baronial Policy: Jim Rardin (Master Lochlainn) is recommending that there be a 

change in the wording to the paragraph to give a good time period for deadlines and 

streamline the policy to make it less tedious and clunky. 

Wordpress Subscription: This is the platform for the baronial website. It allows us to 

optimize 200 photos, but we have twice as many leading to slow downs in loading. The 

next step up would allow us to have up to 5000 photos optimized. The cost is $50/year 

to maintain this. It would be the responsibility of the webminister. This was tabled to 

gather more information on cost for non-profit groups. 

Zoom Account: A paid Zoom Pro account would allow the barony to host meetings 

without relying on memBers’ personal paid Zoom aCCounts to host. it would allow 

us to have up to 30 hour meetings, more documents, etc. It would be easier to access 

with a generic email account to allow the officers to host meetings as desired. The 

account can be tied to the Google calendar, which is beneficial. The cost of Zoom Pro 

is $159 per year per user, which is another reason to have a generic email account tied 

to it. There may be a discount for a not for profit group. This would be the 

responsibility of the webminister to maintain. This was tabled to gather more 

information on cost for non-profit groups. 

Next Meeting: January 23, 2025 at 7 p.m. hybrid at the library on Doris Street in 

Jacksonville. 

Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the populace, the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:47 pm. 
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Calendar of Events 

January  

 

 

 

 

 

  1 2 3 4 

5 

Sewing Day 

with Ursus 

Bay 1-6pm  

 

6 7 8 9 10 

 

11 

 

Atlantia 

12th Night 

12 

 

 

 

 

13 14 15 16 17 

 

RCBB / 

Investiture 

18 

 

RCBB / 

Investiture 

19 

 

RCBB / 

Investiture 

 

20 21 22 23 24 

 

25 

Ice Castles 

 

Tourney of 

Manannan 

Mac Lir 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 28 29 

Silk Banner 

Painting 

via Zoom 

at 7 pm 

30 31  

 


