
1 
 

“The Raven’s Cry” 

 

 

Volume XXVI, Issue VI, A.S. LIX 

Official Newsletter of the Barony of 
Raven’s Cove 

 



2 
 

    

 

This is the November 2024, issue of the Raven’s Cry, the official newsletter of the Barony of 
Raven’s Cove. Rave’s Cove is a branch of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc., and The 

Raven’s Cry is published as a service to the SCA's membership. This newsletter is available 
online at https://ravenscove.atlantia.sca.org/.  

All changes of address or questions about subscriptions should be sent to the Corporate Office 

by email at membership@sca.org or by phone at 800-789-7486 or 408-263-9305 (Mon-Thurs 9 
am-4 pm PT) ext. 203.  

You may also mail in your membership to: 

    Member Services Office, SCA, Inc., 

    P.O. Box 611928. San Jose, CA 951361.  

Paper membership forms may be obtained at https://www.sca.org/resources/document-

library/#membership. 

For more information or to purchase memberships online, please visit 
https://www.sca.org/member-services/ 

Copyright © 2021 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting 

photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, please contact the Kingdom 
Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect 
the legal rights of our contributors. 

 

https://ravenscove.atlantia.sca.org/
https://www.sca.org/resources/document-library/#membership
https://www.sca.org/resources/document-library/#membership
https://www.sca.org/member-services/
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From Your seneschal 

To the Populace of the Barony of raven’s Cove, 

Since I am unable to talk about WotW I thought I would talk briefly about 

Service to the Barony. 

What is it to serve the Barony of the Ravens Cove? As an officer it is to don a 

mantle woven of responsibility, fellowship, history and fun. As a Raven it is 

fellowship, stewardship of the ideas and values of Ravens Cove and the SCA, 

ensuring that our shared vision of where we are today and where we want 

to be in the future is continued.  

As an officer, whether as a Seneschal, Exchequer, Marshal or any other role, 

you are asked to help with the smooth function and continuity of our 

Barony’s life and aCtivities. your responsiBilities Can Be multifaCeted: you may 

administer and organize but also inspire and nurture. You may balance the 

needs of newcomers eager to learn with experienced members seeking deeper 

engagement. We all help provide a stable foundation upon which all members 

can add their own contributions and maybe contribute to the occasional 

shenanigans 

If you are new to our Barony or a member looking for that next way to 

support the Barony think about serving in an office or start as a deputy to 

help support the current officer. Know that while some duties can be 

weighty, the rewards can be immense. You serve not just the Barony but the 

ideals and values of the SCA. If not an officer then help your fellows be the 

keepers of the Barony’s legaCy and a guide to the future, a steward of 

records, traditions, and aspirations for the future. 

Ivan Mezey (Maus)  

Ravens Cove Seneschal   
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From Your Mistress of Arts & Sciences 

Hello my fine feathered friends we have some amazing events coming up this 

month 

 

November - 2024 

11-01 - 11-03 : Fall Crown Tournament: Centreville MD (Spiaggia Levantina) (Q K ) 

11-08 - 11-10 : Grit War 2024: A House Divided - Savory vs. Sweet : Apex NC (Ursus Bay) (K ) 

11-08 - 11-10 : Highland Havoc : Ijamsville MD (Highland Foorde) (Q ) 

11-15 - 11-17 : Feast of the Narwhal : Trenton SC (Cydllan Downs) 

11-15 - 11-17 : Hobbiton: A Buckston Birthday : Apex NC (Buckston-on-Eno) 

11-16 - 11-16 : Holiday Faire : Fredericksburg VA (Stierbach) 

11-23 - 11-23 : Wild Hunt : Vienna VA (Ponte Alto) 

 

Over the holidays there is so much going on but local A&S will Be Nov23 12-4p 

Arts and Armor Day at Horns to Halos Also in support of our sister shire to 

the north I thought I would share a Timeline that was researched and 

documented by our very own Raven Sir Christian Thomas of York a few years 

back for La cena de Moctezuma II y Hernán Cortés de Monroy y Pizarro 

Altamirano feast.Its full of new world food facts and history. Urus Bays 

upcoming event is Grit Wars and it focuses on Mesoamerican themes and seems 

like a lot of fun. 
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Reference research By Sir Christian Thomas of York For La cena de Moctezuma 

II y Hernán Cortés de Monroy y Pizarro Altamirano feast 

“1493: the first Contingent of horses, dogs, pigs, Cows, sheep, and goats arrived 

with ColumBus’ seCond voyage.” it was important to document pigs in the new 

world as early as possible before the Spanish travelled into the Yucatan and 

the interior of Mexico. 

“1502: in July, Christopher ColumBus arrived at guanaJa, one of the Bay islands 

off the coast of Honduras. He sent his brother Bartholomew to scout the 

island. Bartholomew Columbus seized and boarded a large canoe. He found 

it was a maya trading Canoe from yuCatán.” this meeting marks the first 

Spanish encounter with the Maya. 

“1517: in marCh, the spanish had their first enCounter with the Yucatán 

natives on the Cape Catoche, on an expedition led by Francisco Hernández de 

CórdoBa.” it is Believed that this meeting happened north of today’s Cozumel 

Island. 

“1518: in april, Bernal díaz del Castillo returned to the Coast of yuCatán, in 

an expedition led by Juan de Grijalva, with the intent of exploring the lands. 

Pedro de Alvarado captained one of the ships. The small fleet was stocked 

with CrossBows, muskets, Barter goods, salted pork and Cassava Bread.” this 

indicates that the Spaniards brought pork products into the Yucatan and 

cassava bread is a form of bread made from the Yucca root. The Spaniards 

encountered cassava bread when they met the Taino Indians of the Caribbean 

islands. Cassava bread can be dried by the sun into what we could call today 

a CraCker. i used this a foundation to present a “flour” tortilla for the feast. 

“in may, griJalva disCovered Cozumel and later arrived at the taBasCo 

region of mexiCo.” it is mentioned in some of the spanish letters that they did 

bring livestock with them along with European food supplies. 

“1519: hernán Cortés de monroy y pizarro altamirano, aCCompanied By 

approximately 11 ships, 500 men, and 13 horses, landed on the Yucatan 

Peninsula in Mayan territory. There he encountered Geronimo de Aguilar, 

Aguilar learned the Chontal Maya language and was able to translate for 

Cortés. they moved into the taBasCo region and settled in veraCruz.” 

Geronimo de Aguilar was stranded in the Yucatan from an earlier voyage. 

On their march towards Tenochtitlan, the Spaniards were introduced to 

tortillas as they climbed the mountainous region to reach the Aztec capital. 

It is documented that Moctezuma II was already aware of their landing long 

before they arrived. I used this information to introduce the corn tortilla 

for the feast. tortillas were originally Called “tlaxCalli” By the nahuatl 

natives. 

“Bernal díaz del Castillo doCumented a feast enJoyed By europeans hosted By 

hernán Cortés in CoyoaCán, whiCh inCluded foods served in Corn tortillas.” 

Bernal diaz’s aCcount would mark the first Thanksgiving in the New World. 

it is doCumented that turkey and “salsa” was introduCed to the spanish at 

this feast. 
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“in novemBer, the Conquistadors entered the azteC Capital tenoChtitlan, 

today’s mexiCo City. they found the aztec emperor, Moctezuma II, fond of a 

drink ConCoCted from vanilla and ChoColate and sweetened with honey.” 

Bernal Diaz del Castillo comments on how the ruler of Tenochtitlan 

Moctezuma II was served food: 

“his Cooks had more than thirty styles of dishes made according to their 

fashion and usage, and they put them on small low clay braziers so that 

they would not get cold ... if it was cold they made him a fire of glowing 

coals made from the bark of certain trees ... the odor of the bark ... was most 

fragrant ... they put the tablecloths of white fabric ... They served him on 

Cholula pottery, some red and some black ... and from time to time they 

Brought him some Cups of fine gold, with a Certain drink made of CaCao.” 

Bernardino de Sahagun provides a list of the different types of tlaquetzalli, 

a chocolate drink served to Aztec lords: The ruler was served his chocolate, 

with which he finished [his repast] – green, made of tender cacao; honeyed 

chocolate made with ground-up dried flowers – with green vanilla pods; 

bright red chocolate; orange-colored chocolate; rose-colored chocolate; 

black chocolate; white chocolate.” 

“the Conquistadors were further impressed By the variety of foods enriChing 

Aztec diets with crops such as maize, bean, pumpkin, chilies, avocado, guava, 

papaya, tomato, cocoa, henequen, maguey, squash, onion, potatoes, peanuts, 

Cashews, limes, and Cassava.” 

“1520’s: spanish Colonizers introduCed asian riCe to mexiCo at veraCruz.” at 

this point Veracruz was already a stronghold for the Spanish while Hernan 

Cortes was still in tenoChtitlan. i was aBle to use this to introduCe “yellow 

riCe” or saffron riCe for the feast. 

“1524: in oCtoBer, Cortés left tenoChtitlan and led an expedition to honduras 

over land. The Conquistadors had 140 Spanish soldiers, 93 of them mounted, 

3,000 Mexican warriors, 150 horses, a herd of pigs, artillery, munitions and 

other supplies.” this aCCount indiCates that in Just a few years the pig BeCame 

an important part of the Spanish diet because pigs breed at a higher rate than 

other larger mammals. Father Bernardino de Sahagun, wrote of Salsa 1529, 

Aztec lords combined tomatoes with chile peppers and ground squash seeds 

and consumed them mainly as a condiment served on turkey, venison, lobster, 

and fish. 
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From Your Golden Raven Herald 

 

Ravens: 

I hope this finds you well and in good health.  

Many of us headed the call of war and are freshly back from War of the 

Wings. What a great war it was! So many great arts and science classes were 

held and attended. Much Glory was earned on the battlefields. Friendships 

were forged, alliances were kindled, and all the great things about the 

dream and this game we play were found to be alive and well. We even got to 

see the Barony’s war standard unfurled and proudly displayed with a new 

bead added to appease our time honored tradition.  

While at war I saw a lot of great heraldry on display. I was inspired by all 

of the work that went into so many flags, tunics favors and shields. We’re 

you inspired? Looking to get your name or heraldry moving forward and 

registered? I would ask: 

What colors suit you? What charges speak to you? What represents you, and 

who you want to be? Get your ideas together and submit them through your 

herald. Create your persona. Lock in who you are. Make a good showing of 

it in your banners, favors, and clothes.   

Please make sure that you contact Myself or Baron Lochlainn and get your 

Name, Badge, or Heraldry submitted today. 

YiS 

Lord Tiberius of York 

Golden Raven, 

Ravens Cove.  
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From your knight’s marshal 

Greetings all Raven’s and friends. 

      This month I have two practices scheduled in Richlands at 

the Horns to Halos. It will be on Sat Nov 2 and again Sat Nov 23 

from 2-4. All are welcome to come. Artisans I will have a table 

set up for you, so if you wish to join us please do.  If you are a 

heavy marshal and plan to attend please contact me. 

      If anyone wants to host a martial practice of any type 

please let me know, I highly encourage it as long as there is a 

marshal present. If there is an impromptu one, let me know as 

soon as you can afterwards, again marshal must be present. 

Thank you all. 

 

In Service 

Lady Freydis Rodmarsdottir 

Raven’s Cove Knight Marshal (Interim) 
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From Mistress Edan Lowery 

Hello, all! 

In honor of our upcoming Baronial Birthday, here is some information on 

the Yule Season in the Tudor Court.  How many of the traditions you see here, 

are still celebrated today?  Amazing how traditions can span centuries, kept 

alive because of the joy they bring!  If you were a courtier in this era, what 

would you look forward to, the most? 

The Tudor court celebrated the Yule season with a variety of festivities, 

including:  

• Christmas: A time for religious observances, feasting, and revelry:  

o Christmas Eve: A time for fasting, and a large Yule log was lit to 

ward off misfortune and disease  

o Christmas Day: A day for religious services, including Mass and 

Matins, followed by a feast  

o Boar's head: A royal dish, often soaked in red wine and spices, and 

presented with gold leaf on the tusks and orange in its mouth  

• New Year's Day: A day for gift giving, with the monarch receiving gifts 

from courtiers and servants  

• Hospitality: A time when the rich served food and held entertainments 

for their guests  

• Table manners: Courtiers followed strict table manners  
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• Kissing Bough: A tradition where visitors were greeted and kissed under 

the mistletoe, with each kiss requiring a berry to be plucked from the 

bough  

• Work stoppage: A time for rest, with all work on the land stopping 

except for looking after the animals  

• Pageants: A form of entertainment  

• Carols: A form of entertainment  

• Dancing: A form of entertainment  

• Singing: A form of entertainment  

 

Until next time! 

 

Mistress Edan Lowery 
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Minutes from the October meeting 

 

 

There was no October meeting due to War of the Wings. 

 


